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relinquish his brother, that nobody seemed secure which way he would bend. That which made people the more jealous was that several that were well in the King's esteem appeared for the Bill of Exclusion; and the Duchess of Portsmouth was known to incline to it, whether cunningly to gain the good opinion of that party (that were before her greatest enemies), or to comply with the French, whose tool she was—for they were for anything th'at would disturb us in England—is uncertain.
November 12. Being at the Duchess of Portsmouth's with the King, he was very free in his discourse concerning the witnesses of the Popish Plot, making it clearly appear that several things which they gave in evidence were not only improbable, but impossible.
November 14. Was one of the greatest days ever known in the House of Lords, as the matter was extraordinary, viz. cutting off the lineal descent of the Crown; for the bill having passed the Commons, they had sent it iip to the Lords. So was also the debate. There was a great party in that House for the passing of the bill; and great speakers, of which the chief was the Earl of Shaftes-bury. The chief manager against it was the Earl of Halifax, which was a great surprise to many, he having gone along with my Lord Shaftesbury and that interest for some years; but this not being agreeable to his judgment, he opposed it vigorously; and having a great deal of wit, and both judgment, and eloquence with it, he made so fine and so powerful a defence, that he alone (for so all confessed) persuaded the whole House against it, so that after the debate had lasted ten hours, the question being put whether the bill should pass that House, it was carried in the negative.
The King was so well pleased with this day's work, that he soon after took this great lord (for indeed, considering all, he was the greatest in parts I ever knew) into business. And the Commons at the same time were so